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Form 1 NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

Irrigation Districts Act Forms Regulations (Section 45(2)(b)) 
 
Take Note that the annual meeting of the Irrigators of the Western Irrigation District will be held at the Strathmore Travelodge, Strathmore, 
Alberta on the 4th day of April 2012  at 1:30 p.m. to: 

(a) Present annual reports of: 
(i) the chair on behalf of the Board, 
(ii) the manager, 
(iii) the auditor of the district, and 
(iv) the maintenance of irrigation works for the district, and, 

(b) to conduct any other business. 
Erwin Braun 
General Manager 

NOTICE OF ELECTION 
Irrigation Districts Act (Section 53) 
Local Authorities Election Act (Section 35, 46) 
 

WESTERN IRRIGATION DISTRICT in the PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 
Notice is hereby given that an election will be held for the filling of the following office(s): 
 

 
 
Only those irrigators of the District can vote whose majority of irrigation acres fall within Electoral Division 3, which comprises Townships 21, 
22 and 23 in Ranges 25, 26, 27 and 28 and Township 23 in Range 29.  
 
Voting will take place on the 4th day of April 2012 between the hours of 10:00 am and 8:00 pm. The voting station will be located at the 
Western Irrigation District office at 105-900 Pine Road, Strathmore, Alberta.  
Erwin Braun 
Returning Officer 

Voter Information for Poll 
Irrigation Districts Act, Section 56: 
 
(2) A person is eligible to vote at an election of the district only if that person is 

a) an irrigator recorded on the most recent assessment roll of the district as an irrigator of that district, or 
b) appointed under a written authorization as an agent for a body corporate that is an irrigator of the district to vote on behalf of the 

body corporate. 
(3) An irrigator may cast only one vote at an election. 
(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3), an irrigator may also cast a vote on behalf of a body corporate if that irrigator is appointed as an agent 

for the body corporate in accordance with subsection (2)(b). 
(5) Where more than one irrigator is the owner of one or more parcels, the number of irrigators who may vote may not exceed the number 

of parcels. 
(6) An irrigator may vote in any voting subdivision of the district or electoral division, as the case may be, if 

(a) the irrigator’s name appears on the list of electors for the district or electoral division, or 
(b) the irrigator makes a statement in the form prescribed in the regulations in the presence of an officer at the voting station that the 

irrigator is eligible to vote as an elector in the district or electoral division. 
An Irrigator: 
Section (1)(x):    “irrigator” means an owner of a parcel with irrigation acres. 
Section 57(3): 
“an irrigator must vote in the electoral division in which that irrigator has irrigation acres, or if that irrigator has irrigation acres in more than 
one electoral division, the division in which the irrigator has the largest number of irrigation acres.” 
 
Note: 
In the event there is only one nomination for an electoral division, the nominee becomes elected by acclamation and balloting becomes 
unnecessary. 
Irrigators who are not sure which division applies to their lands, may check the listing of polling divisions contained in this announcement, or 
may contact the office of the Western Irrigation District. 

Office(s) Number of Vacancies Division Number 

Director 1 3 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
The WID Board has continued with the long term direction set in 2010 and the commitment to an  
accelerated rehabilitation program. The accelerated program will see rehabilitation funding for 5 years 
at $13M annually and $8M annually thereafter. The investment returns are relatively low at this time 
and good value is realized in construction of canals and pipelines. Construction prices have stayed 
competitive allowing the WID to stay with its long term rebuilding plan. The WID has in the past, and 
hopes to continue to “cost share” a portion of the rehabilitation cost with the Province. The funds  
received from the Province have provided a very significant contribution to the improvements made in 
the WID. These improvements are vital in the WID assisting the Province in reaching the goals of the 
“Water for Life” Strategy.  
 
The Government of Alberta has recognized the importance of water in Alberta and renamed the  
Environment Ministry the Ministry of Environment and Water. The Province is also committed to a 
Water Allocation Review in 2012. In November 2011 the WID along with representatives from other 
Irrigation Districts participated in an aerial tour of Southern Alberta. This was an opportunity to show 
key Cabinet Ministers and MLA’s the importance of irrigation in Southern Alberta and the WID. After 
the tour, the Premier met with the group and stated she wanted to engage rural people in the  
discussion.  
 
The WID partnered with the EID and BRID in creating a series of short video vignettes entitled “The 
Story of Water Management on The Bow”. Thousands of people have viewed these vignettes.  At the 
start of the school year, DVD’s were distributed through the assistance of Alberta Environment and 
Water to the grade 8’s in Alberta. To date over 1200 of these DVD’s were sent to schools across  
Alberta.  Our elected leaders in Alberta were made aware of this production with a presentation made 
in the Legislative Assembly. You can watch these 10 vignettes on www.wid.net. 
 
The WID is part of an umbrella organization, Alberta Irrigation Projects Association. AIPA is beginning 
a promotional campaign this year. The theme will be “Thanks to Irrigation” and will highlight the  
benefits of irrigation to the people in this Province.  
 
Accelerated rehabilitation of the infrastructure means increased water savings. These water savings 
have allowed the WID to finalize the water leasing agreements with the Counties of Rocky View and 
Wheatland. These agreements were enabled by amending the WID water licence. 
 
Thanks to our MLA, Arno Doerksen, for his support of irrigated agriculture in Edmonton. He is an  
irrigator himself, and is a promoter of irrigation. 
 
I thank the Board of Directors and the Staff for helping make 2011 a successful year for the WID and 
look forward to continued success as we take on the challenges of the future. 
 
 
Submitted on behalf of the Board of Directors, 
 

 
 
 

Chairman 
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MISSION STATEMENT  
To provide a reliable delivery system to water users in an efficient manner. 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Left to Right: 
Director: Rick Page  Director: Don Kathol  Director: Grant Klaiber 

Chairman:  Dan Shute  Director: Doug Brown  Vice Chairman: Henry Colpoys 

Electoral Divisions of the Western Irrigation District 
 

Division 1 – Doug Brown – Term expires 2013 
Townships 21, 22, 23 and 24 in Ranges 20, 21 and 22 
 
Division 2 – Henry Colpoys – Term expires 2014 
Townships 22, 23 and 24 in Ranges 23 and 24 and Township 24 in Range 25 
 
Division 3 – Rick Page – Term expires 2012 
Townships 21, 22 and 23 in Ranges 25, 26, 27 and 28 and Township 23 in Range 29 
 
Division 4 – Dan Shute – Term expires 2013 
Township 24 in Ranges 26, 27 and 28 and Townships 25, 26 and 27 in Ranges 25, 
26, 27 and 28 
 
Division 5 – Don Kathol – Term expires 2014 
Townships 25, 26 and 27 in Ranges 21, 22, 23 and 24 
 
Appointed Board Member – Grant Klaiber – Term expires 2012 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT  
 
A cool wet spring delayed planting resulting in water diversions being later than normal. The run-off from the 
late and larger than normal snow fall meant that the canals were full of ice and snow late in the spring. WID 
crews were called on to help clear channels to minimize damage to District works and adjacent land. The 
summer turned out to be a below average year in terms of water demand resulting in another year of below 
normal diversion from the river. The Bow River Weir modification project was completed for the 2011 season 
with no interruption in service to the WID. 
 
The WID continues to improve its water management capability by utilizing technology to record and monitor 
water flows and deliveries. Tracking water usage is vital to support a high level of water management. We 
strive to demonstrate an ever increasing responsibility to balance economic viability with the increased 
attention to the health of the aquatic system in our river basin supply. We desire to demonstrate good sound 
management to do both, and to continue to provide a high level of service and reliable secure water supply 
in the future. 
 
Through cooperation with partners, the Bow River Operational Model brought together many Bow River 
Stakeholders to develop and use computer models to predict river changes. This model was tested with 
stakeholders simulating real events for an entire water season and will prove to be a valuable tool to address 
irrigation expansion and the effect of increased off stream storage. Additional reservoir support will be an 
essential component in any WID irrigation expansion plan. The WID continues to explore options for 
additional reservoir opportunities within the District. 
 
Irrigators rely on good quality water for crop and livestock production. As land use within a watershed 
changes, concern for the maintenance of good quality water remains at the forefront for the primary users of 
irrigation water.  Municipalities who are encouraging growth and also are concerned about water quality face 
challenges where stormwater enters the Irrigation System.  A Stormwater Strategy to complement the 
Stormwater Guidelines is being developed to assist the municipalities and the development community in 
planning infrastructure to handle this stormwater and ultimately improve water quality.  
 
In closing, I extend a thank you to the Board of Directors for their continuing support. I also thank the staff for 
their continuing effort to provide a high level of service to the water users in the WID. Your enthusiasm, 
efforts and abilities are essential in the success of the WID. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
General Manager 
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Operations & Maintenance Activities 
 

Dugout Projects 
 

The District continues to encourage the use of storage dugouts to aid in 
the conservation and efficient use of irrigation water. In 2011, 
approximately a dozen dugouts of various shapes and sizes were cost 
shared throughout the WID, ranging from yard and garden to domestic 
and irrigation use. If you would like more information, contact your area 
Water District Supervisor. 

 
 
 
Spring Runoff Repairs 

 

Significant damage to the District infrastructure was sustained 
during the spring melt and subsequent runoff. Crews spent weeks 
working on repairs to the canal banks, weirs, crossings and other 
impacted infrastructure. This additional work, combined with 
previously scheduled maintenance activities and capital cleanups 
kept the equipment and staff busy in preparation for another water 
season.  
 

General Maintenance Projects 
 

NOTICE 
As in previous years, the Western Irrigation District is permitted to implement a herbicide spray program, under specific conditions, in or 
within 30 horizontal metres of irrigation canals, laterals and drains owned by the District to attempt to control: 

• Broadleaf weeds and brush. 
• Aquatic & semi-aquatic vegetation. 
• Noxious weeds. 

 

In accordance with the Environmental Protection & Enhancement Act, application was made by the District and approval received to  
proceed with this annual program to apply herbicides. 

 

Persons having specific concerns are encouraged to contact: 
Jeremy Hemsing, P. Eng., Manager, Operations & Maintenance 

403-934-3542, ext. 245  
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Water Operations 

 
The spring of 2011 saw extreme run-off from the accumulated winter snowfall. The melt happened quite quickly, causing a 
great deal of associated damage. WID infrastructure was not spared and received its fair share of negative effects. 
 
Damage included stripping of armour and associated erosion of canal banks at various locations. This damage was 
responsible for partial and total bank failures and damage to or complete failure of canal crossings. The unscheduled extra 
work to rebuild and repair infrastructure made for a busy spring for WID staff in order to be prepared for the beginning of the 
2011 water season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ditch Cleaning/Rehab 19 km 

Bank Leveling/Ditch Fill-In 7 km 

Tree Clearing 2 km 

Canal Fencing 3 km 

Delivery Installations 11 units 

Drop/Check Installations 6 units 

Canal Crossing Installations       6 units 

Dugouts  12 units 

Weed/Brush Control - Cattail Cutting      150 km 

Weed/Brush Control - Chemical Spraying 200 km 

Weed/Brush Control - Bank Mowing 225 km 

2011 MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY SUMMARY  2011 DISTRICT EQUIPMENT FLEET  

2008 Peterbilt Tandem Gravel Truck with Pup 

2007 Sterling Tandem Gravel Truck with Pup 

2007 Sterling Tandem lowbed tractor with lowbed/jeep 

2011 Hitachi ZX350 Excavator 

2009 John Deere 240DLC Excavator 

2009 John Deere 200LC Excavator 

2009 Cat D6T Dozer 

1990 John Deere 970 Tractor 

2007 John Deere 410G Backhoe 

2008 John Deere 544 Loader 

2009 John Deere CT322 Skidsteer 

2002 Tandem Tip Trailer 

2011 Dynaweld Backhoe Trailer 

Overland flooding causing bank erosion and armour washing 
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Water Usage:  
 
According to the WID records, the total diversion of water from the Bow River for 2011 was 85,985 ac/ft. The average daily 
diversion was 298 cubic feet per second (cfs) with a maximum diverted flow of 740 cfs on July 7th, and a minimum flow of 
25 cfs on May 27th. The WID’s total water license is for 158,000 ac/ft. 
 
Of the water diverted from the Bow River, approximately 24,000 ac/ft was diverted for irrigation, 6,900 ac/ft diverted for 
domestic use, 6,550 ac/ft for Ducks Unlimited and 6,400 ac/ft for conveyance contracts. Other combined smaller 
diversions totaled 3,200 ac/ft and system losses were 2,900 ac/ft. The remaining approximately 36,000 ac/ft was returned 
to the creeks and rivers through return flows. Return flows totaled 42% of total diversion for 2011. 
 
Irrigated crop acres for 2011 were 42,270 as recorded by the Water District Supervisors. Due to the unusually wet and late 
spring, water usage began later than normal but it came on quickly in 2011. Late season demand was higher than normal 
for our District however, overall the season would be best described as average for both total water diverted and total 
irrigated acres. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Major crossing failure on the “B” canal Complete bank failure on a main supply canal 

 

Service Area Water District Supervisor 
(WDS) 

Phone Number 

Water Master Brian Sander 403-325-0493 

Chestermere Jeff Maude 403-899-4638 

Carseland Don Brownlee 403-899-4641 

Strathmore Joey Mordy 403-325-4601 

Gleichen/Cluny Pat Smith 403-325-4642 

Crowfoot Eric Beingessner 403-325-4639 

Rockyford Wes Sproule 403-325-4640 
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Water Workshop: 
For the 4th consecutive year, the WID hosted an irrigation 
workshop in a community within the District. 
 
Presented by Alberta Agriculture, its purpose is to provide 
crop and irrigation information and tools that will maximize 
yields and help get the most return from your input costs. 
 
It is a one day workshop held in a casual setting with a 
mixture of hands on activities and verbal presentations.  
 
Introduction to the free Alberta Agriculture “AIMM” (Alberta 
Irrigation Management Model) software program is part of the workshop. With basic computer skills, “AIMM” enables 
you to predict and schedule your irrigation based on actual field conditions and crop requirements. Go to  
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/app49/imcin/aimm.jsp for more information. 
 
The next workshop will be held early in 2013, watch the WID webpage www.wid.net and local newspapers for more 
details as they come available.  
 
 
Irrigation Rehabilitation Program (IRP) 

 

The Irrigation Rehabilitation Program (IRP) continued as a major source of funding for rehabilitation work within the 
District this year.  The Program is funded 75% by the provincial government with the remaining 25% contributed by 
the District. The total funds contributed this year for rehabilitation work approved by irrigation council were: 

 
 Provincial government  (75%) $2,202,377 
 District   (25%)    $734,126 
 TOTAL  (100%) $2,936,503 

2011 IRP Project Summary 

1. IRP 2175 Secondary A Canal (Strathmore Golf Course to 

Parklane Drive) 
 

This project is the continued rehabilitation of the Secondary A Canal 
System starting at the Strathmore Golf Course and ending at Parklane 
Drive within the Town of Strathmore. This completes the rehab of the 
Secondary A Canal through the Town of Strathmore. The canal design 
increased the canal capacity, improved accessibility and eliminated 
seepage. Richardson Bros. (Olds) Ltd. Was the general contractor on 
this project. The 3.4 km project started in the fall of 2010 and was 
completed in the spring of 2011. MPE Engineering Ltd. was the 
engineering consultant responsible for the design and contract 
administration for this project.  
 Estimated Project Cost = $2,330,000 
 Total Project Cost to November 30 = $2,154,317 
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2. IRP 2215 Redland Pipeline 
 

This project is a closed PVC pipeline that replaces the 
existing canal system. It starts at the Rockyford spillway and 
continues east to the Rosebud River. WID forces are 
responsible for the installation of approximately 20.2 km of 
PVC pipeline of varying sizes 250 mm (10 inch) to 1050 mm 
(42 inch) and the construction of the settling pond. A tender 
was let for the construction of the concrete inlet structure to 
the pipeline and the successful bidder was Charmar 
Enterprises (1991) Ltd. This project started in the fall of 2011 
and will be completed in the spring of 2012. MPE 
Engineering Ltd. was the engineering design consultant for 
this project. 
 Estimated Project Cost = $4,800,000 
 Total Project Cost to November 30 = $2,445,655 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Other 2011 Projects 
1. Secondary A Canal (Strathmore to Highway 1) 

 

This project is the continued rehabilitation of the Secondary A Canal System starting at George Freeman Trail within 
the Town of Strathmore and ending at the TransCanada Highway. The canal design increased the canal capacity, 
improved accessibility and eliminated seepage. This reach is currently in the Seepage Control Plan. Caliber Systems 
Ltd. was the general contractor on this project. Prior to completing the project Caliber Systems was placed in 

receivership and WID forces along with the aid of private 
contractors completed the remaining project work. The 
12 km project was started in the fall of 2010 and was 
completed in the spring of 2011. MPE Engineering Ltd. 
was the engineering consultant responsible for the 
design and contract administration for this project. 
 
 Estimated Project Cost = $6,900,000 
 Total Project Cost to November 30 = $6,575,393 
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2. Secondary A Canal (Highway 1 to Twp Road 234) 
 

This project is the continued rehabilitation of the 
Secondary A Canal System. It starts at the TransCanada 
Highway and ends at Township Road 234. The canal 
design increases the canal capacity, improves accessibility 
and eliminates seepage. The 12 km project was started in 
the fall of 2011 and will be complete in the spring of 2012. 
This project was tendered in two reaches. Richardson 
Bros (Olds) Ltd. and Morgan Construction & 
Environmental Ltd. are the two general contractors for their 
respective reaches on the project. MPE Engineering Ltd. 
are the engineering consultants responsible for the design 
and contract administration for this project. 
 
 
 Estimated Project Cost = $8,410,000 
 Total Project Cost to November 30 = $2,955,391 

 
3. Secondary A Canal (Twp Road 234 to Hammer Hill) 
 

The District began preliminary design and planning of the Secondary A Canal from Township Road 234 to Hammer Hill 
in 2011. This project is scheduled to be constructed in the fall/winter of 2012/2013. Discussions are ongoing to finalize 
design and construction details.  

 
 Estimated Project Cost = $8,500,000 

 
4. Secondary C Rockyford Spillway 
 

This project is an open PVC pipeline that replaces the existing canal system. It will provide needed spillway capacity to 
allow for more closed pipelines to be constructed on the Secondary C System. WID forces were responsible for the 
installation of 5.2 km of 750 mm (30 inch) diameter PVC pipe that make up the main spillway. The inlet structure to the 
spillway was constructed by Charmar Enterprises (1991) Ltd. This project is identified in the current Seepage Control 
Plan. Construction started in the fall of 2010 and was 
completed in the spring of 2011. MPE Engineering Ltd. 
was the engineering design consultant on this project. 

 
 Estimated Project Cost = $2,740,000 
 Total Project Cost to November 30 = $2,806,638 
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5. Morgan  Pipeline 
 

This project is a closed buried PVC pipeline to replace 
the existing canal system. This pipeline provides 
increased capacity and eliminates seepage. WID 
forces were responsible for the installation of the 
concrete inlet structure and approximately 4 km of 
pipe of varying size from 350 mm (14 inch) to 900 mm 
(36 inch) which make up the main pipeline. This 
project was started and completed in the spring of 
2011. dueSouth Project Management Ltd. was the 
design consultant for this project.  

 
 Estimated Project Cost = $750,000 
 Total Project Cost to November 30 = $741,088 

 
 
 

Seepage Control Plan  
2009-2013 

 
The Western Irrigation District has prepared a Seepage Control Plan for the Years 2009 through 2013 in  
accordance with Section 164(1) of the Irrigation Districts Act. Currently the program is ahead of schedule. 
 
The Plan addresses seepage in the following areas:  
Table 1: Seepage projects from 2008 to 2013 

 
 YEAR PROJECT SECTION STATUS 

2008-2010 Lateral 81 J (South Cluny Pipeline Project) 
Sec. 21, 28, 29, 30 T22 R20 W4 
Sec. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 ,18, 19 T22 R21 W4 
Sec. 13, 14, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 
32, 33, 34 T22 R22 W4 

Complete 

2010 
Secondary A Canal (Strathmore Golf Course to 
Parklane Drive) and East Boundary Road to 
Broken Stone Pipeline 

Sec. 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, T24 R25 W4 
Sec. 18, 19 T24 R24 W4 Complete 

2010 Lateral 84T5 (Secondary C Rockyford Spillway) Sec. 22, 23, 27, 28, 33 T26 R23 W4  Complete 

2011 Lateral 84T (Secondary C Canal East C Pipe-
line) 

Sec. 33, 34, 25 T26 R23 W4 
Sec. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 17 T27 R22 W4 
Sec. 1, 2, 3 T27 R23 W4 

Not Complete 

2012 Lateral 81F11 (Secondary A Pipeline) Sec. 5, 6, 7, 8, 16 T23 R23 W4 Not Complete 

2012 Lateral 85N3 (Secondary B Pipeline) Sec. 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 T24 R23 W4 Not Complete 

2013 Lateral 84T4 (Secondary C Pipeline) Sec. 20, 28, 29, 32 T26 R23 4W Not Complete 
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Crop Type Irrigated Acres Non Irrigated Acres Total Acres 

Alfalfa A Cut 5,798 4,890 10,688 

Alfalfa Hay 1,821 962 2,783 

Barley  7,387 6,881 14,268 

Barley Silage 3,479 1,740 5,219 

Barley Silage Underseed 821 105 926 

Brome Hay 180 0 180 

Canola 8,323 5,221 13,544 

Corn Silage 414 0 414 

CPS Wheat 2,116 2352 4,469 

Dry Peas 450 100 550 

Flax 0 130 130 

Durum Wheat 40 0 40 

Grain Corn 90 100 190 

Grass Hay 921 558 1,479 

Grass Seed 130 23 153 

Green Feed 232 0 232 

Hard Spring Wheat 1,061 926 1,987 

Market Gardens 155 90 245 

Miscellaneous 54 619 673 

Native Pasture 479 658 1,137 

Nursery 535 600 1,135 

Oats 594 0 594 

Potato 400 0 400 

Small Fruit 60 25 85 

Soft Wheat 212 80 292 

Tame Pasture 3,382 4,157 7,539 

Timothy Hay 359 117 476 

Triticale 232 0 232 

Turf Sod 2,273 356 2,629 

Winter Wheat 322 70 392 

No Crop Data 0 21,742 21,742 

Totals 42,320 52,503 94,822 

 
2011 CROP DATA SUMMARY 
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PARCELS ADDED TO/REMOVED FROM 
 

WESTERN IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
 

FISCAL 2011 
 

Name Legal Description  Action 

Appleyard, Gregory D. & Candace L NE 22-26-25 W4 Remove 

Gregory, Joseph & Karen Ann SE 23-26-25 W4 Add 

Chase, Daniel William & Ellen Lorraine NW 11-22-21 W4 Remove 

Cargill Limited SE 9-22-26 W4 Remove 

Hagen, Robert SE 25-24-26 W4 Remove 

Hagen, Robert NW 25-24-26 W4 Add 

Thomas, Gordon Benjamin & Mary Doreen SE 4-23-27 W4 Remove 

Thomas, Gordon Benjamin & Mary Doreen SW 3-23-27 W4 Remove 

Kenworthy, Roy Francis SW 26-26-23 W4 Remove 

McIntosh Tree Farms Inc. W 19-25-27 W4 Remove 

Yule, Jeffrey D. & Stephanie M.  NE 13-23-22 W4 Add 

Koester Acres Ltd. SE 12-26-24 W4 Add 

705370 Alberta Ltd.  NW 25-26-26 W4 Add 

Walker, Tyler Abe & Lesley Dawn NW 31-26-24 W4 Add 

Koester, Robert Anthony SW 29-26-23 W4 Add 

Koester, Robert Anthony & Jaqueline Ann SW 30-26-23 W4 Add 

Kathol, Shawn & Norine NW 16-26-23 W4 Add 

Heartland Farms Ltd. NW 1-27-23 W4 Remove 

Heartland Farms Ltd. NE 1-27-23 W4 Remove 

Heartland Farms Ltd. SE 1-27-23 W4 Remove 

Larsen, Kenneth L. & Evelyn M.  NW 1-24-22 W4 Remove 

Larsen, Kenneth L. & Evelyn M. SW 1-24-22 W4 Remove 

Larsen, Kenneth L. & Evelyn M.  NE 1-24-22 W4 Remove 

Mullen, Lorn Alvin, Frances Elaine, Shawn Kenton 
& Donna Marie 

SW 31-23-22 W4 Add 

Mullen, Lorn Alvin, Frances Elaine, Shawn Kenton 
& Donna Marie 

NW 30-23-22 W4 Add 

Mullen, Lorn Alvin, Frances Elaine, Shawn Kenton 
& Donna Marie 

NE 30-23-22 W4 Add 
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  Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Water Users of the  
  Western Irrigation District held in Strathmore, Alberta  
  Wednesday, April 6, 2011 
 
PRESENT: DIRECTORS: 
 Henry Colpoys 
 Dan Shute 
 Don Kathol 
 
 Regrets: Doug Brown, Rick Page and Grant Klaiber 
 

  STAFF: 
  Erwin Braun, General Manager 
  Jeremy Hemsing, Manager of Operations & Maintenance  
  Lucie Montford, Administration Manager 
  Kim Premack, Assessment Administrator 
  Melissa Haavind, Administrative Assistant & Recording Secretary 
   
 
AUDITORS: Shelley Harriman and Farrah Williams from Gregory, Harriman & Associates Professional 
 Accountants. 
 
CALL TO ORDER &  Dan Shute called the meeting to order at 1:40 pm and welcomed everyone to the Fiscal 2010 
INTRODUCTIONS Annual Meeting and introduced the Board Members, Staff present, as well as other guests including 

representatives from Alberta Agriculture, Alberta Environment, and Irrigation Council. Approximately 18 
water users were in attendance. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS The Board welcomed the return of Henry Colpoys as Director for Division 2 and Don Kathol for Division 

5 by acclamation.  
 
MEETING CHAIRMAN Erwin Braun called for nominations for Chairman of the meeting.  
 

  MOVED by Gordon Hilton THAT John Scheer be appointed Chairman, seconded by  
  Barrie Clayton 
          CARRIED 
 
   
RECORDING Erwin Braun nominated Melissa Haavind. John Scheer declared Melissa Haavind the 
SECRETARY Recording Secretary. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA John Scheer asked the audience to review the proposed agenda. 
   
 

  MOVED by Vern Hoff and SECONDED by Christine Mitzner THAT the agenda be adopted  
  as presented. 
 
   CARRIED 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES John Scheer requested that the audience review the Minutes from the March 31, 2010 Annual Meeting.  
2009 ANNUAL MEETING   
 

  MOVED by Henry Colpoys and SECONDED by Vern Bretin THAT the Minutes of the March 31, 
2010 Annual Meeting be adopted as presented. 

   CARRIED 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT Dan Shute presented the Chairman’s Report, stating that the Board and senior staff held a Strategic 

Planning Session in January 2010 to discuss the alternate futures that were now possible with the 
change in financial status. It was determined that putting works in the ground brought a better return 
than the return on investments.  

 
Mr. Shute stated that water access is a challenge, and the public has to be educated to the benefits of 
irrigated agriculture. To assist with that educational process, WID has partnered with EID and BRID and 
created a short series of video vignettes on irrigation related topics. It is constructed for YouTube and 
web access for the tech savvy generation, and each vignette is 2 to 3 minutes in length.  
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Mr. Shute summarized that water savings have been compounding since we started rehabilitating our  
system, so we asked MPE to evaluate the savings earned since 1999. They projected the individual  
savings of each rehabilitation technique against the size of canal and the soils it passed through.  
Surprisingly they calculated that we are saving 21,000 acft per year.  
 
Mr. Shute stated as we enter 2011, we will see the retirement of Jim Webber after 10+ years with the 
WID. He leaves the WID in much better physical and financial shape than he found it in 2000. We would 
like to thank him for his achievements on our behalf and wish him well for the future. 
 

Mr. Shute thanked the Board of Directors and staff for helping make 2010 a successful year. He asked if 
there were any questions or comments.  

 
 

 MOVED by Vern Bretin and SECONDED by Karl Reinhardt THAT the Chairman’s Report be  
 adopted as presented. 
 
  CARRIED 
 

MANAGER’S REPORT Erwin Braun presented the Manager’s Report outlining that the abundant rainfall and cooler than average 
temperatures during the 2010 growing season resulted in a very low water demand year.  

 
 Mr. Braun stated that partnerships continue to grow and prosper and that the Bow River Operational  
 Model brought together many Bow River Stakeholders to develop and use computer models to predict 

river changes. The new demands on the river also present new opportunities for sharing ideas on how to  
 manage the river.  

 
Mr. Braun highlighted that the Regional Growth Studies are being completed by counties, towns and 
cities. As a result of growth, there is increasing pressure for the WID to accept stormwater into the canals 
and drains that supply users. The WID has developed Stormwater Guidelines to assist the municipalities 
and the development community in planning infrastructure to handle the stormwater. It presents a  
challenge to the municipalities who are encouraging growth and also are concerned about water quality. 
 
Erwin thanked the Board of Directors for their continuing support and gave special thanks to the staff for 
their continuing effort to provide a high level of service to the water users in the WID. 
 

John Scheer asked if there were any questions. 
 

 MOVED by Matt Gosling and SECONDED by Vern Bretin THAT the General Manager’s Report be 
adopted as presented. 

 
  CARRIED 

 
 
AUDITOR’S REPORT Shelley Harriman and Farrah Williams of Gregory, Harriman & Associates Professional Accountants 

presented the Auditor’s report for fiscal 2010.  
 
 Farrah Williams stated the auditor’s report was clean and it was presented in accordance with Canadian 

Generally Accepted Auditing Standards. Farrah explained the three different funds to track monies and 
investments. The three funds are Operating Fund, District Capital, and Irrigation Council.  

 
 Shelley Harriman presented the financial statements. Shelley highlighted the balance sheet and  
 presented the income statement.  
 
 Farrah Williams asked if there were any questions or comments.  
 
   

MOVED by Barrie Clayton and SECONDED by Gordon Hilton THAT the Auditor’s Report for  
Fiscal 2010 be adopted as presented. 
 

  CARRIED 
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MAINTENANCE REPORT Jeremy Hemsing, Manager of Operations and Maintenance, presented the Operations report for fiscal 

2010, and reviewed the 2010 water season. Mr. Hemsing explained the Calgary Stormwater Diversion 
Project also known as the Shepard Waste Way. Stormwater from the City of Calgary will be diverted 
away from the WID system and into a wetland where it will eventually flow into the Bow River. There is a 
committee with the City of Calgary and Alberta Environment that looks after the stormwater issues. WID 
is active with this committee that meets quarterly . 

 
  Mr. Hemsing reviewed the annual total Bow River diversion and summarized the snow pack monitoring 

stations. He then explained SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) and the location of the 
measuring units. This system will enable WID to better control and monitor the water flow at any time. 
Meters have been installed at all new canals to manage that water. We can tie into this by radio control 
so we can access these sites to see how much water is flowing and have better control over the water. 
Mr. Hemsing explained the water conservation in the District. We will be tracking the water usage in the 
District and will report that back to the water users. It’s a goal to improve the efficiency and conserve 
water. Please give your water supervisor a minimum 48 hours notice to turn on the water and minimum 
24 hours to turn off the water. 

 
  The 2010 Maintenance Activity Summary Chart was displayed with the activity accomplished throughout 

the year. Mr. Hemsing ended by showing the rehabilitation plan for the next three years.  
 

John Scheer asked if there were any questions. 
MOVED by Eugene Helfrich and SECONDED by Vern Hoff THAT the 2010 Operations &  
Maintenance Report be adopted as presented. 

  CARRIED 
 

EXTRA ITEMS  Erwin Braun presented the Extra Items on the agenda. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE Mr. Braun summarized the District’s revenues and financial statement converted to a per acre basis. He 

presented a powerpoint presentation to show the past year’s revenue. 
 
  Mr. Braun highlighted the District’s accomplishments that include the Federal Water License, Calgary 

Stormwater, Chestermere Lakeshore, East Calgary Municipal Partnerships, the open door to water  
  transfers, and introduced the Plebiscite to the wateruser. Mr. Braun also highlighted the AIPA and the 

WID’s water conservation and efficiency plan.  
 

Mr. Braun summarized the evolving opportunities such as water conservation, expanding irrigation, water 
for lease, off-stream water storage, wetland compensation, stormwater and recreational access to WID 
water bodies.  
 
Mr. Braun ended his presentation by showing The Story of Water Management of the Bow River  
educational series of vignettes.  
 

Questions were asked and discussions followed on the 2010 Annual Meeting Presentations.  

 
 MOVED by Christine Mitzner and SECONDED by Henry Colpoys THAT a general consideration 
 of appreciation and congratulations go to Jim Webber for a Happy Retirement.  
 
ADJOURNMENT MOVED by Eugene Helfrich and SECONDED by Dianne Brown THAT the meeting be adjourned 
 at 3:45 pm. 
 

_______________________________________ 
Chairman 

 
 

_______________________________________ 
    General Manager 
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